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student of the History Of Education has no direct
concern,
Presentation of material in this book. — All historical
material, however interesting and valuable in other con-
nections, which dtx^s not in some way contribute to these
ends may safaly be neglected in this study, as it would
seem to throw little or no light upon educational problems
of the prcHtmt or future. Hence it will be justifiable in a
brief treatine like this one to omit or pass over hastily much
that might l>e of Bigmfieancc in a more complete descrip-
tion of civilisation. Therefore, the amount of space and
the perspective* afforded to various peoples, epochs, leaders,
and systems must here be determined in large measure by
the light their history sheds upon the aim, matter, method,
and moans of education today, and by the part they have
played in the evolution of educational institutions and
practices.
With ouch a policy of limited scope, it has at times
appeared mm to $aleet the history of a single epoch, state,
or educational leader as a type, to the exclusion of others
of apparently equal importance, and to treat it with con-
siderable inteniivenesa, instead of presenting all sides of
the subject with encyclopedic monotony. It would like-
wise seem as if our present problems in the United States
could best be understood through an analysis of the prac-
tices that have developed in modern times, particularly
during the epochs of American history. Hence while the
chapters to follow will include an account of all educational
endeavor from the day of primitive man to the present, a
large proportion of the material will be concerned with
educational activitiet in the last three centuries and with
the rise and development of educational systems in this
country*

